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Pure-Tone Audiometry and Masking, one of five texts planned within the Basic Audiometry division

of the Core Clinical Concepts in Audiology Series, is a text devoted strictly to these important areas.

 Early sections describe integral concepts that provide foundation for the comprehensive audiologic

evaluation, such as a basic acoustics overview, equipment, and calibration. This textbook leads the

reader through preparation for testing and step-by-step generation of a pure-tone audiogram.

Thorough description and many examples are provided relative to major parameters involved in

audiogram interpretation: type of hearing loss, magnitude, configuration, and symmetry. The second

section of the textbook relates to masking theory and procedures involved in clinical masking,

particularly during pure-tone audiometry. Examples are provided here, in addition to sections

regarding obtaining valid measures, pearls and pitfalls encountered during testing, audiogram

interpretation with common hearing disorders, advanced applications for utilization of pure-tone

stimuli in diagnostic Audiology, and more. This textbook serves as a framework for integration of

additional audiologic procedures with pure-tone audiometry as its base. Many of the most difficult

concepts for a beginning audiology student are addressed: references of the decibel in basic

acoustics, calibration of equipment, interpretation of the audiogram, and masking procedures.
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Ryan McCreery, M.S. (Boys Town National Research Hospital), Doody's Review Service, (2009):



"**** 4 Stars! This is a current and comprehensive discussion of the important aspects of these

procedures that will be useful for undergraduate and graduate students, as well as clinicians. The

author has managed to create a unique reference that can serve a number of different purposes

from student tutorial to clinical reference for diagnostic or screening audiometry." Colleen M.

O'Roarke, Ear & Hearing, (2010): "... A concise review of essential concepts, and protocols

intended to help students and audiologists develop fundamental clinical skills in pure-tone testing

and masking. It is easy to read and clearly explains potentially confusing concepts all in the context

of clinical evaluation." Mareen Valente, International Journal of Audiology 2011, (2011): "... is an

excellent resource and reference for the intermediate student, clinicians, and instructors ... Each

chapter of the text reads well and the use of English is correct. The title of the book and chapters

are adequately clear ... Overall, I find Pure-Tone Audiometry and masking to be a well-written and

comprehensive review of pure-tone audiometry - the foundation of the audiologic evaluation. It is an

excellent resource and reference for the intermediate student, the clinician, and the instructor."

Maureen Valente, Ph.D., earned her Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees in Speech

and Hearing Science from the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana. She spent her Clinical

Fellowship Year in the Chicago area, in the office of GE Shambaugh, MD. Subsequent work

experiences included private practice and medical settings in the Kansas City and Omaha areas,

including employment at Boys Town National Research Hospital in Omaha.  After moving to the St.

Louis area, Dr. Valente was employed as a full-time faculty member for eighteen years at Saint

Louis University. She graduated with her Doctor of Philosophy degree in Speech and Hearing

Sciences from Washington University in St. Louis. Shortly thereafter, she was delighted to accept a

position as the Director of Audiology Studies within the Program in Audiology and Communication

Sciences (PACS) at Washington University School of Medicine. She carries a joint appointment

within PACS and as an Assistant Professor within the university s Department of Otolaryngology.

Areas of interest include development of AuD education, diagnostic audiology, auditory processing

disorders, and vestibular evaluation in the pediatric patient.

Very useful - helpful for quick reference as well. Would highly suggest this to anyone studying

audiology. Purchasing through  saved me quite a bit.
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